
How to measure a shipping container

Box Dimensions 

Dimensions are given in the sequence of length, width and depth. 
Internationally, the words length, breadth and height may be used to express 
these dimensions. The dimensions of a box are described based on the 
opening of an assembled box, which can be located on the top or the side, 
depending on how it is to be filled. The opening of a box is a rectangle; that 
is, it has two sets of parallel sides. The longer of the two sides is considered 
its length, the shorter of the two sides is considered its width. The side 
perpendicular to length and width is considered the depth of the box. 

Dimensions can be specified for either the inside or the outside of the box. 
Accurate inside dimensions must be determined to ensure the proper fit for 
the product being shipped or stored. At the same time, palletizing and 
distributing the boxes depends on the outside dimensions. The box 
manufacturer should be informed as to which dimension is most important to 
the customer. 

Corrugated is the ultimate in flexible packaging material. Ninety (90) percent 
of all goods shipped to market are packaged in corrugated. There are many 
standard styles (some listed below) and there is also an unending array of 
custom designed packaging products. 

Box makers normally prefer dimensions of a box to be expressed as inside 
dimensions. It is very important to be precise in giving us the three 
dimensions accurately.
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